November 8, 2007

Albanians did not see Jews as “foreigners”
but rather as “guests” who needed to be pro-
tected even at great risk to their hosts.

Information about the safe haven that many
Albanians provided to Jews who were being
persecuted during the Holocaust was sup-
pressed by the communist regime of Enver
Hoxha, who controlled the country for five dec-
ades. When former Congressman Joe Dio-
Guardi and | became the first U.S. officials in
1990 to enter Albania in 45 years, Albania’s
new leader, Ramiz Alia, showed us never-be-
fore-seen archives with letters, photographs
and newspaper clippings about Albanians who
saved Jews during World War Il. Congress-
man DioGuardi sent this material to Israel,
where the documents were authenticated by
Yad Vashem. In cooperation with former Con-
gressman Ben Gilman and the Albanian Amer-
ican Foundation, Albania was added to the
“Righteous among nations” section of the U.S.
Memorial Holocaust Museum in 1995.

The Yad Vashem exhibit was created with
the help of the Albanian American Civic
League and financial support from the Right-
eous Persons Foundation, the Jewish Com-
munal Fund, the New York State Department
of Education, the McBride Family Foundation,
and the Albanian American Foundation. It will
be on display for two months at Yad Vashem
before traveling to museums and Holocaust
memorial sites around the world. It will be dis-
played on January 27, International Holocaust
Remembrance Day, at the United Nations
headquarters in New York City.

Madam Speaker, as a Holocaust survivor
who survived certain death due to the kind-
ness of strangers, | am immensely grateful to
the Albanian people for their bravery, selfless-
ness and generosity in risking their lives to
hide and protect so many Jews during one of
the world’s darkest hours. | am delighted that
this exhibition is finally giving Albania the rec-
ognition it deserves for the vitally important
role its citizens played during World War II. |
am grateful to my former colleague and friend
Joe DioGuardi and the Albanian American
Civic League for their efforts in ensuring that
this information becomes publicly available.
Madam Speaker, | wish to formally recognize
the opening of this remarkable memorial and
encourage all of my colleagues to visit it
where possible.
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Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, America, as a
Nation made up of many cultures, has always
been one to embrace traditions of the past,
while at the same time looking towards the fu-
ture. Members of the India House organization
follow this same time honored philosophy.
Their mission to “unite cultures, create
bridges, and serve human needs,” is a testa-
ment towards this group’s significance. With
over 120,000 Indian-American’s residing in the
Houston area alone, the importance for com-
munity interaction becomes increasingly ap-
parent.

As the Indian population continues to grow
throughout South East Texas, so does the
need to raise awareness of their increasing
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footprint. India House has successfully
stepped up to this challenge through diverse
organizations provided for all Houstonians.
Services ranging from legal advice and finan-
cial education to yoga and meditation are
made available by the organization.

Yet, until recently the rendering of these
positive benefits was somewhat difficult result-
ing from their dispersed locations. In order to
better connect the needs of their increasing
community India House recently broke ground
on their new facility. At 100,000 square feet it
will be the largest of its kind in the Nation, of-
fering over 500 different activities to the com-
munity annually.

Phase one of the projects will work towards
further educating and assisting Houstonians,
allowing them to thrive. This building, most im-
portantly, will work towards meeting both the
health as well as financial needs of the Indian-
American population. Senior activities areas
are also a part of the master plan, hoping to
increase their social interaction. Yet perhaps
the most important aspect included in this seg-
ment, comes with the availability to further
ones education. Various classes, such as
English, will be provided for members so that
they may better become part of society.

Showcasing and promoting Indian culture to
the Houston community makes up much of the
buildings second phase. The Cultural Arts
Center is designed to house performances,
relevant retail and craft shows, as well as food
related events. By educating neighbors in In-
dian-American culture, this group takes posi-
tive strides towards becoming part of our Na-
tion’s future. While the initial construction con-
centrates on assisting members, this later de-
velopment is particularly involved with cele-
brating tradition.

India House recognizes the need to work to-
gether as a community, and to discern how to
meet the needs of their population.
Contemporarily, they are one of the largest
legal Asian immigrant groups, with the highest
level of educational qualifications surpassing
any other ethnic group in America. Their im-
pact on the future of our society is thus unde-
niable. However, the strides to become a
working part of our Nation’s economy and so-
ciety through groups like India House, is un-
questionably commendable.

And that’s just the way it is.

———
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Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, there are
many unsung heroes throughout our great na-
tion who give selflessly of their time in order
to help others. Mr. Fred Kelley, of Monroeville,
Alabama, is one of these individuals.

Fred has dedicated his life to helping others
by encouraging families to take up bicycling.
His tireless efforts to promote healthy living
have raised over $330,000 for the American
Cancer Society. Founder of Monroe County’s
“Peddlin’ for a Cure,” the largest fundraising
event in the American Cancer Society’s south-
east division, Fred and his team raised an in-
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credible $140,000 at this year’s ride for cancer
research.

“Peddlin’ for a Cure” began almost by acci-
dent. In 2004, Fred Kelley and Phill Allen, co-
hosts of the Morning Show on Monroeville’s
WMCF 99.3, made a plea to their listeners to
raise funds for the American Cancer Society.
Fred challenged his listeners saying, “If we
can raise $1,000 this morning, I'll ride my bicy-
cle from the Monroeville Square to the Battle-
ship Alabama.” Within 20 minutes, $5,000 had
been raised and numerous callers had volun-
teered to ride with Fred, and that morning,
“Peddlin’ for a Cure” was born. The first ride
to the battleship exceeded everyone’s expec-
tations raising $36,000, and in just four years,
“Peddlin’ for a Cure” has raised $334,000 for
the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life,
in addition to other cancer fundraising events
throughout the country.

Fred's commitment to his community
doesn’t end there. He is also a volunteer with
the Alabama Obesity Task Force in Mont-
gomery and uses his skills as a commercial
pilot to volunteer with Pilot's for Christ, an
international organization that uses airplanes
for missionary work. With Pilot's for Christ,
Fred has flown numerous cancer patients for
specialized treatments all of the United States.

Earlier this week, President George W.
Bush invited Fred Kelley to the White House
to personally thank him for his selfless service
to others.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you and my
colleagues to join me in honoring Fred Kelley
for his selfless commitment to helping his
community and for inspiring others to do the
same. Fred’s story serves as an inspiration
not only to those of us in southwest Alabama
but also to people across the country. Without
a doubt, we need more people like Fred
Kelley in this world—a true hero.

————
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Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, today | am
proud to recognize a community leader in
southeast Texas. Mrs. Beverly Hatcher has
worn many distinguished hats, including moth-
er, wife, member of the Junior League of
Beaumont; Honorary Member of Delta Sigma
Pi Fraternity of Delta Eta Chapter; Beaumont
Rotary Club Member; Beaumont M.L. King, Jr.
Parkway Commission; Texas PTA Honorary
Life Member; Member of the National Associa-
tion of Parliamentarians; Board Member of the
100 Club of Jefferson and Hardin Counties;
Member of Leadership Texas, Leadership
America and Leadership Southeast Texas;
Vice President of Membership of the Three
Rivers Council of the Boy Scouts of America;
U.S. Small Business Administration District VI
Minority Small Business Advocate of the Year;
Port Arthur Weed and Seed Advisory Board;
and ’'04-'06 Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison’s
Business Leadership Summit.

Since 1990, Mrs. Hatcher has led the Gold-
en Triangle Minority Business Council. As
president of the GTMBC, Mrs. Hatcher helps
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